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NTr. Gat \HONEY, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
1D por 


submitted the following 


REPOR 
[To accompany H. R,. 3540] 


The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3540) to provide for boundary adjust- 
ments of the Badlands National Monument, in the State of South 
Dakota, and for other purposes, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon with the following amendments, and with the 
recommendation that the bill, as amended, do pass: 

On page 3, line 3, strike out the comma after the word “discretion” 
and insert the following: ‘‘and in accordance with the provisions of 
section 355 of the Revised Statutes,” 

On page 4, strike out all of section 5, beginning on line 4 
to and including line 2 on page 5. 

H. R. 3540 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to adjust and 
redefine the exterior boundaries of the Badlands National Monument 
in South Dakota. No expenditure of Federal funds is required. 

It is believed that this proposed legislation would provide an equi- 
table solution to the land problems relating to the Badlands National 
Monument and also would permit other Federal agencies which have 
land problems in that vicinity to carry out their functions 
efficiently 

The bill authorizes the adjustment of the boundaries of the national 
monument so that its total area as revised would not exceed t 
present area of the monument, approximately 154,119 acre 

Section 3 provides that administrativs jurisdiction over 3 
lands eliminated from the monument would be transferred 
Secretary of Agriculture for use, administration, and d 
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accordance with the provisions of title 3 of the Bankhead-Jones Farm 
Tenant Act. 

Section 4 of the bill, which authorizes land exchanges, should be 
particularly helpful in acquiring the non-Federal landholdings within 
the national monument, using for exchange purposes lands within the 
Badlands-Fall River soil-conservation project. This would result 
in considerable savings as compared with the purchase of such lands. 
Section 4 was amended, as indicated above, to conform to the recom- 
mendation of the Department of Justice, to remove any possibility 
of misunderstanding as to the applicability of section 355 of the Re- 
vised Statutes relative to the approval by the Attorney General of 
title to lands acquired by the United States 

lt wi is the opinion of the committee that section 5 of the bill should 
be stricken, inasmuch as it pertained to 4,000 acres of the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation. The committee believes that a satisfactory solu- 
tion should be worked out with the Tribal Council of the Oglala Sioux 
lribe of Indians, and any others interested, before legislation with 
regard to these lands is enacted. 

\n identical bill (S. 896) was introduced in the Senate on February 

1951, by Senator Francis Case, of South Dakota, and the favorable 
reports of the Department of the Interior and the Bureau of the 
Budget thereon are hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part of 
thi report. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., May 16, 1941. 
Hon. JoserpH C. O’ MAHONEY, 
Chairm 7, Committee Oo Inte rior and Insular Affairs, 
T'nited States Senate, Washington, dD. ¢ 

My Dear Senator O’Manoney: Your committee has requested a report on 
S. 896, a bill to provide for boundary adjustments of the Badlands National 
Monument, in the State of South Dakota, and for other purposes. 

We recommend the enactment of S. 896. 

Chis proposed legislation, in our opinion, would provide an equitable solution 
to the land problems relating to Badlands National Monument and also would 
permit other Federal agencies who have land problems in that vicinity to carry 
out their functions more efficiently. Section 1 of the bill authorizes the adjust- 

f the boundaries of the national monument so that its total area as revised 

ld not exceed the present area of the monument Kv section 3 of the bill, 
administrative jurisdiction over all Federal lands eliminated from the monument 

ld be transferred to the Secretary of Agriculture for use, administration, and 
Wsposition tt accordance with the provisions of title 3 of the Bankhead-Jones 
Farm Tenant Act Section 4 of the bill, which authorizes land exchanges, we 
believe would be particularly helpful in acquiring the non-Federal landholdings 
e national monument, using for exchange purposes lands within the 
Badlands-Fall River soil-conservation project. This would result in a consider- 
abie SAaVINg Aas compared with the purcha se of such lan ls, and it 1s probable that 
these exchanges can be consummated with onlv nominal cost to the United States. 
Section 5 of the bill is permissive in nature. This section would authorize the 
‘lusion within the national monument of not to exceed 4,000 acres of the Pine 


Ridge Indian Reservation, such land to be included only with the consent of 
tribal council of the Oglala Sioux Tribe of Indians. It is hoped that a satis- 

factory solution can be achieved under subsection (a). If not, subsection (b) 

would pave the way for assemblage of data to determine the cost, not now 
rtained, of proceeding under subsection (b). 

From our study of the Badlands National Monument and our experience in the 
administration of this national monument, we conclude that the boundary 
revisions which can be accomplished under the terms of this proposed legislation 
vould be very desirable. We believe, also, that this proposal will be favored by 


he other Federal agencies who administer lands in the region of the national 
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We have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report to your committee. 
Sincerely yours, 
Mastin G. Wuire, 


Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 
Washington, D. C., May 14, 1951. 
Hon. Joseru C, O’ MAHONEY, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washinaton, D. ¢ 

My Dear Senator O’ Manoney: This is in reply to your request of February 
20, 1951, for the views of this office with respect to S. 896, a bill to provide for 
boundary adjustments of the Badlands National Monument, in the State of 
South Dakota, and for other purposes. 

The Department of the Interior and the Department of Agriculture are both in 
favor of this measure. 

The Department of Justice in advising this office last year with respect to S 
3081, an identical bill of the Eighty-first Congress, suggested that, in order to 
remove any possibility of misunderstanding 
of the Revised Statutes relative to the approval by the Attorney General of title 
to lands acquired by the United States, the bill be amended by the deletion of the 
comma following the word ‘‘discretion’”’ in line 3 on page 3, and by inserting the 
language “and in accordance with the provisions of section 355 of the Revised 
Statutes.’’ 

This office sees no objection to the enactment of this legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 


as to the applicability of section 355 


F. J. Lawron, Director 
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